
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 24 
Genesis 24:1-9 - Abraham Wants To Find A Wife For Isaac

Abraham is getting older (v. 1) and after the passing of his wife Sarah (Genesis 23) he looked ahead to ensuring his son, 
Isaac, has a wife.  This is important in light of the Abrahamic covenant in general but also for the fatherly heart of 
Abraham towards his son.

Abraham will send a servant back to the land of “my country and to my relatives” (v. 4), which we will soon learn is 
back to Mesopotamia where Abraham initially left when God called him to Canaan.  He does not want Isaac to marry a 
Canaanite woman.

“Place your hand under my thigh” - this is a curious phrase that is a part of Abraham’s charge to his servant.  Here’s 
what the ESV Study Bible has to say:

“Since striking one’s thigh was possibly understood as a sign of remorse and submission (see Jer. 31:19; Ezek. 
21:12), the placing of one’s hand under the thigh of another may have indicated submission to that person’s 
strength and authority. In any case, by undertaking this action, the servant binds himself to obey Abraham’s 
request.”

Other commentators suggest that it was a place of closeness/intimacy, indicating the seriousness of the request (see 
Derek Kinder “Genesis” pg. 157)

The unnamed chief servant discusses the logistics with Abraham.  He is to not bring Isaac back to the land under any 
circumstances and if the woman will not come back with the servant, the servant will not be held responsible by 
Abraham.  And with that, the servant will embark on this adventure.

Genesis 24:10-14 - The Servant’s Request Of The LORD

Upon his arrival to the land and city of Nahor (Abraham’s brother), the servant stops at a well at the end of the day. 
 Remember, this is quite the task upon the servant’s shoulder.  Travel to a distant land and convince a relative to send 
their daughter back to Canaan to marry someone (Isaac) they never met.  And, all this is at the request of a servant of 
a man (Abraham) who hasn’t been back to this region in decades!

One can see why the servant beseeches the LORD before he embarks on this task.  He reverentially address to the LORD and 
asks him to essentially show him a “sign”.  As he waits at the well he prays that he could know who the bride to be is 
based on how she interacts with him. Hear again what he says:
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Genesis 24:14 (NLT) - This is my request. I will ask one of them, 'Please give me a drink from your jug.' If she 
says, 'Yes, have a drink, and I will water your camels, too!'-- let her be the one you have selected as Isaac's 
wife. This is how I will know that you have shown unfailing love to my master."

Genesis 24:15-21 - Rebekah

Well, well, well.  The servant’s prayer is heard and one of the women does just what he asked of the LORD!  Can you 
imagine the joy leaping in the servant’s heart as these things begin to unfold?!  Not only does one of the women give him 
some water, but she also offers water to the camel.  But, she’s also happens to be an unmarried virgin, (who is also 
“very beautiful”)!  And if that weren’t enough of a miracle - she is a relative of Abraham’s brother - checking all of 
the boxes of Abraham’s request!  These are things are known to us, but all the details are about to be revealed to the 
servant too in real time.

Genesis 24:22-27 - The Servant Worships

The rejoicing servant of Abraham responds by requesting hospitality by Rebekah and her family.  When he learns of all 
the ways that the LORD has heard his prayers - he can’t help but worship and bless the LORD!

We know from New Testament teaching that it’s not wise to ask for a sign as a prerequisite for our obedience or faith.  We 
should trust the LORD and obey His word.  But we (hopefully) have all had moments like this where God meets our need, answers 
our prayer, or directs our situation and circumstances to be in the right place at the right time - all this so that we stand in 
awe of His amazing power and wisdom!

Genesis 24:28-33 - The Servant Comes To Dinner

Abraham’s servant is invited home with Rebekah and is greeted by Laban, Rebekah’s brother.  Hearing the story of how the 
servant honored Rebekah, Laban welcomes the servant to dinner.  Before the servant eats, he stops and begins to recount 
to the family the purpose of his visit.

Genesis 24:34-49 - The Servant Shares His Story

The servant shares the entire detailed story with Laban and Rebekah’s family.  It is interesting to note that the 
testimony of the answered prayer (regarding women watering the camels) was the compelling part of the story.  For the 
servant, sharing this part of the story was critical - for it was confirmation of the LORD’s hand in this situation.

And after sharing the story, the servant asks Laban if he is willing agree to Abraham’s request.

Genesis 24:50-51 - Laban’s Response

Laban basically responds to the servant with “well, what am I going to say after that!  It’s clear God is the one 
working in this situation.”  And with that he agrees to give Rebekah to be Isaac’s wife!
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Genesis 24:52-61 - “Sleeping on it” Doesn’t Change The Plan

The event filled day ends and everyone goes to bed with a plan to send Rebekah back with the servant in the morning. 
 When everyone wakes up, the quick pace of how this all unfolded hits Laban and his mom.  They wonder “maybe Rebekkah 
should stay with us for another week or so, so that we can say our goodbyes and make sure this is really the right 
thing”.

(Side note: Oh how that is something I can totally sympathize with!  Sometimes God works so quickly and in such powerful 
ways, when things finally hit you you wonder if it’s too good to be true…)

The servant responds firmly and Rebekah, who we learn is a wonderful and simple woman of faith herself, agrees to leave 
immediately.  A final blessing from her family, and off they go.

(Side note 2: and what a blessing it was.  The power of blessing is/will be a theme of the remaining chapters of Genesis. 
 In this case, the words they speak over Rebekah are prophetically true about her future as the wife of Abraham’s son).

Genesis 24:62-67 - Isaac And Rebekah Meet

A sweet introduction for Isaac and Rebekah as they meet for the first time and become husband and wife.  The servant 
told Isaac all that had (miraculously) happened and surely this blew Isaac away.  I would imagine for the years to 
come, recognizing God’s hand in their union would have brought them both great comfort and encouragement.  It surely 
brought these things to young Isaac’s heart, who is now focused on his beautiful wife and moves on with comfort after 
the death of his mother.

All of Genesis 24 is a pretty cool story.  Abraham’s heart for his son, God’s provision for the servant and the beautiful and love 
inspiring story of Isaac and Rebekah.  As we finish the chapter with warm fuzzy feelings, let’s reflect on one special take away 
that is particularly relevant for us today.

That takeaway is regarding the power of testimony.  As we read the story of Rebekah being a specific and exact answer to the 
servant’s prayer at the well, we rejoiced.  It’s awesome when God answers prayer.  But God did more than just answer the 
servant’s prayer to build up his own faith - it was the answered prayer and the accompanying testimony of that answered prayer 
that the LORD used to convince Laban to send his sister to Isaac.  That’s where the power of God is on display in a broader way.

It was the servant’s testimony that Laban could not dispute.  It was the telling of what God had done that convinced Laban to 
believe that God was orchestrating the entire event.  I can’t imagine Laban agreeing to give Rebekah to unknown and unseen 
Isaac if the servant had simply just knocked on their door when he first arrived and say “uh...hi….I’m here to take your sister 
to a far away land to marry my master’s son….”

Make no mistake, this wasn’t just some flippant “God told me such and such” so you have to believe me.  That’s often immature 
and used for emotional manipulation of others.  You can’t just say “God told me XYZ” and expect everyone to just go along with 
what you’re proposing.  
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We live in a time where that happens too often and is too often proven wrong.  We are not talking about being guided by 
feelings, intuition and mere coincidence - we are talking about situations that are only possible with God’s involvement.  The 
story of Genesis 24 is a simple story of individuals who believed the word of the servant when he said “this is what I prayed for 
and this is precisely what happened.”  That was a compelling enough reason for Laban to give his sister’s hand in marriage to 
unseen Isaac because they were living in a time and culture where words had power and mattered.

Unfortunately that is rarely true in our day.  Our society lacks integrity and skepticism, especially when it comes to spiritual 
matters is high.  So your word alone might not be believable (however, that’s not a reason to not be honest and work tirelessly 
to maintain your integrity).

That being said - there is remarkable power in testimony and answered prayer - especially among people who know you.  People 
may argue whether or not the Bible is true or dispute facts of whether Jesus rose from the day on Easter Sunday, or not.  But if 
your life has been transformed because of your faith in Christ, you can’t argue with that.  If you were filled with anger and 
rage and now have peace that passes understand, you can’t dispute that.  If you were in bondage to addiction and are now free, 
you can’t argue about that.  If you were sick and now you’re healed, folks may not understand it, but they can’t deny it.

Our call to make disciples is not founded on talking about signs, miracles and wonders all day.  No one gets saved because they 
are supernaturally healed.  The power to save men and women is in the gospel alone.  If you never have a prayer answered and 
never see or hear of a miracle, the gospel still has the power of God for salvation.

But, the Living and Everlasting God does still work in our day and time to confirm the preaching of His good news.  We don’t seek 
the signs, but as we go about our lives joining God in what He is doing in the world we surely will experience Him.

And as we do, we give “evidence” to the truth that we speak about and live in light of.  And there is great power in that 
evidence to turn the hearts of the people around us who cannot see...yet.
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